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Environment and Housing update paper 
 
Purpose 
 
For information and comment. 
 
Summary 
 
This paper provides an update on LGA activity and recent developments relating to the 
Board’s work programme and priorities. 
 
 
 

 
Recommendation 
 
That Board Members note the updates provided. 
 
Action 
 
As directed by the Board.  
 

 
 
 

Contact officer:   Caroline Green 

Position: Senior Adviser 

Phone no: 0207 664 3359  

E-mail: caroline.green@local.gov.uk   
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Environment and Housing update paper 
 
Introduction 
 
1. This paper provides an update on activities undertaken to progress the Board’s agreed 

work programme not covered by other items on the agenda for the meeting on 22 
January and covers key policy developments relating to issues within the Board’s remit 
that have taken place since the last Board meeting on 13 November 2013.  

 
Fracking 
 
2. We have continued to promote the Board’s arguments for a more generous community 

benefit offer from fracking schemes.  Our position has received significant coverage in 
the national media, including the backing of the Daily Telegraph following media 
interviews given by the LGA Chairman and Cllr Jones.  
 

3. The Government have now announced that councils will retain 100% of business rates 
from fracking, which is something that the Board has argued for.  We continue to argue 
that community benefit schemes should be increased from 1% to 10% and are 
pursuing discussion with Ministers, MPs, industry and other key stakeholders.  We 
have recently accepted an invitation to join the All-Party Parliamentary Group on 
Unconventional Oil and Gas. 

 
Flooding 
 
4. During the recent severe weather the LGA has been highlighting the work of councils 

up and down the country in minimising the disruption caused by flooding.  We have 
been quoted extensively in the national broadcast and print media. We are now 
lobbying to secure additional funding for councils to deal with the costs of repairing 
crucial infrastructure to help communities and local economies recover.    

 
Implementation of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) legislation 

 
5. In December, Cllr Mike Jones wrote to Defra Minister, Dan Rogerson MP to raise 

councils’ serious concerns about the proposed implementation of SuDS legislation in 
April 2014. This will bring in new responsibilities for Lead Local Flood Authorities to 
approve and then adopt and maintain surface water drainage systems (or SuDS) on 
new developments. We have been urging the Department to reconsider its proposal to 
impose in April a new burden that is unfunded and that neither councils nor the 
development industry believe can be implemented in practice by that date.  In early 
January the Minister spoke in the House of Commons, where he appeared to take on 
board our concerns about timescales, suggesting that it is unlikely to come into force in 
April so that “local government and developers are fully prepared to take on their 
respective new responsibilities.”  

 
Planning 
 
6. As agreed by the Board, the LGA has worked with the Planning Advisory Service, 

councils, developers and statutory consultees to produce a range of support tools and 
good practice to authorities and developers to drive improvement in and greater use of 
pre-application services.  This includes joint commitments to effective pre-application 
services that the LGA and national partner organisations have signed-up to and will 
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promote to member organisations; a set of case studies showcasing positive 
partnership working between councils and developers, and a range of support 
materials from the Planning Advisory Service.  The commitments and case studies will 
be launched at a joint event with the British Property Federation on 22 January. The 
Planning Minister, Nick Boles MP is attending the event. 

 
Housing  

 
7. The LGA responded to DCLG’s consultation on rent policy for social housing from 

2015-16 in December. The response welcomed the stability of a ten year social rent 
policy from DCLG. However, the proposed change from RPI to CPI and an early end to 
rent conversion will limit the potential for investment and reduce the number of new 
homes that can be built through self-financing of council housing. The LGA does not 
support the decision to end rent conversion a year earlier than planned.  

 
8. Certainty over policy intentions going forward is key to enabling councils to mitigate 

risks and amend their investment plans accordingly. The government have not yet set 
out the arrangements for limit rent once Universal Credit is introduced, and this should 
be done as soon as possible.  
 

9. In response to DCLG's proposals on strengthening statutory guidance on social 
housing allocations, the LGA argued that it is unnecessary for the Government to 
change the guidance on residency requirements for the allocation of social housing, as 
this should be a local decision. In the longer term, we must address the demand for 
affordable housing by giving councils greater financial flexibilities on the management 
of housing stock. 

 
Letter to the Chancellor on Landfill Tax 
 
10. Cllr Jones wrote to the Chancellor ahead of the Autumn Statement to request a freeze 

in the landfill tax rate. At present there has been no decision on the level of landfill tax 
post 2014/15 when it reaches the top of the current price escalator to £80 per tonne. 
The letter outlined the work local authorities had done to reduce landfill by 40 per cent 
since 2009/10, which has now been overtaken by the proportion of waste that is 
recycled. Local authorities already pay over £600 million in landfill tax and taxpayers 
will be paying £30 per household in 2014/15 in landfill tax alone. The letter went on to 
request the restoration of the principle of revenue neutrality with which the landfill tax 
was originally introduced in order to ease the pressure on household finances. It also 
asked that landfill tax receipts are made available to provide underpinning capital for 
forward thinking waste infrastructure projects.   

 
11. The Chancellor made no announcements on landfill tax in the Autumn Statement. We 

understand a decision will be taken within the 2014 budget. 
 
Climate Local 
 
12. In December we published our Climate Local progress report which provides an 

overview of activity during the initiative’s first 18 months. The report describes how 
Climate Local is providing a platform for local activity on climate change, supporting 
councils to share good practice and providing practical tools and advice to councils on 
climate change issues. The report highlights a number of examples of council activity 
and also outlines our plans for the initiative in 2014. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/rents-for-social-housing-from-2015-to-2016
http://www.local.gov.uk/documents/10180/49942/Providing+social+housing+for+local+people+LGA+response/d7f85bde-b56d-44ed-8216-5d7311acfcf0
http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/search/-/journal_content/56/10180/5759173/ARTICLE
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The Lyons Commission 
 
13. Sir Michael Lyons has issued a call for evidence to contribute to the Housing 

Commission. Input is particularly sought on the following issues; the land market, 
investment in housing and infrastructure, new towns and garden cities, a new right to 
grow and community benefit from development. In line with discussion at the 
September Board, officers will develop a draft response for sign off by lead members 
and relevant portfolio holders.  

 
Meeting with the National Housing Federation 
 
14. Cllrs Mike Jones and Terry Stacy met with David Orr, Matthew Taylor and Mark 

Washer (Affinity Sutton) as part of regular engagement planned between the LGA and 
National Housing Federation. Members agreed to work closely with the NHF to identify 
areas where red tape within the Green Deal and ECO can be reduced and to work 
together to develop a shared narrative for a stronger locally led approach which is 
suitable for the rented sector building on respective research programmes. The NHF 
and LGA also agreed to establish a task and finish group to better understand the 
impact of pressures from welfare reform on housing and shared opportunities to 
increase housing supply.  

 
Meetings with Ministers 
 
15. There are a number of meetings arranged with Ministers over the coming weeks 

including: Stephen Williams MP to discuss the Housing Standards Review, Kris 
Hopkins MP to discuss housing policy, Dan Rogerson MP to discuss key issues on 
waste and flooding and Michael Fallon MP to discuss fracking. 

 
LGA Media activity  
 
16. We have been quoted extensively in the national media highlighting the work of 

councils up and down the country in minimising the disruption caused by flooding, with 
Cllr Mike Jones interviewed by Sky News and BBC Radio 5 Live and quoted several 
times in the Daily Express, Mail and Times.  

 
17. Cllr Jones has also been interviewed on the Today Programme on BBC Radio 4 and 

BBC Radio 5 over the last month discussing LGA lines on sustainable urban drainage 
systems, planning and alternate weekly bin collections.  

 
18. The LGA’s call for communities to receive a greater share of the revenues from 

fracking developments ran in the Telegraph and Express in December and was 
followed up with a story in the Independent earlier this month citing the LGA line and 
speculating that Government may accept calls for an increase on the one per cent 
share currently on offer.  

 
19. Over the Christmas and New Year period the LGA media team issued several press 

releases promoting the work of local authorities including a story on what councils were 
doing to encourage the recycling of Christmas trees, which ran in the Guardian. 


